Tuorspay, APRIL 24, 1873.) | 
SELECTIONS . 


FROM THE 
VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE PUNJAB, | 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 
Received up to 3ist March, 1873. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 
THE Naiyar-i-Akbar, of the 13th March, learns from a 
contemporary that a daring case of robbery recently took place 
at Bareilly. A person going out of the city with his family 
was attacked by a party of dacoits, who forced the women to 
surrender their ornaments and other property, with which they 
made off, after tying the man’s hands and feet. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, of the 17th March, notices the 
case of Haji Mahomed Faiz-oollah Khan, talookdar of Dutao- 
lee versus Raja Jai Kishen Dass, Deputy Collector of Ally- 
gurh, which lately came up before the Judge of that city. 
The Raja had borrowed a house, the property of the Haji, from 
tlie latter for use for two months ; but, contrary to his promise, 
remained in occupancy for thirteen years, without paying rent, 
the owner having meanwhile started on a pilgrimage to Mecca, 
where he remained for a long time. During this time, the 
Raja made many changes in the appurtenances of the house, 
without asking the owner’s consent, planted trees, &c., in the 
compound, and appropriated the produce of the cultivated land 
situated in it to his own use, dispossessing the old leaseholder, 
the Haji’s agents not daring, through fear and the influential 
pdsition of the occupant, to interfere. Meanwhile, the owner 
returned from pilgrimage, and finding his house occupied by 
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the Raja, sent word to him, demanding the rent due and re- 
questing him to vacate the house. The occupant, in reply, sent 
-a fictitious account, showing a balance of Rs. 301 outstanding 
in his favour, pulled down the buildings which had been 
erected by him, removing the materials, and cut down the 
trees, before quitting the house. 


This. cenduct of the Raja led to the institution of a suit in 
the Civil Court on the part of the owner for the recovery 


of the rent and damages, which was, of course, decided in favour 
of the latter. This incident is said to have given great provo- 
cation to the Raja. | 


The above case has also been published at some length by 
the editors of the Jalwa-i-Tiir, the Kdrndmah, and the Oudh 
Akhbdr, and is set forth by them as a proof of Raja Jai Kishen 
Dass’ unfair policy and of his dealing with a Native gentleman 
of respectability in a manner unbecoming his position. 


The Rozndmcha, of the 19th March, in continuation of its 
article, suggesting a general prohibition against the sale of 
muduck and chandu, noticed before, states that besides the evil 
consequences already mentioned, the practice is injurious in 
another way. It has been known, both from experience and 
investigation, that the sellers of the drugs chiefly use smuggled 
opium, which is sold at Rs. 7 or 8 per seer, and only nomi- 
nally purchase a few chittacks from the licensed shops, in order 
that the fraud may not be detected. Speaking particularly of 
Lucknow, the editor states that illicit sale of opium is common 
in almost every mohullah of the sity, so much so, that, not 
only makers of muduck and chandu, but other persons are in 
the habit of purchasing the drug from private sellers in small 


quantities, several times in the course of a day, and openly sell 
it at their shops to customers. 


If shops for the sale of muduck and. chandu were abolished, 
and steps were taken at the same time to put a stop to the clan- 
destine sale referred to, the editor considers that the public 
income from opium would be considerably increased. 
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The AkAbar-t-Alam, of the 20th March, notices the appeal 
of Begum Sombre versus the Secretary of State, instituted in 


the Privy Council by the Begum’s agents, which has finally . . 


been decided in favour of the appellants, a decree of Rs. 16,32,000 
principal and interest, exclusive of costs, having been passed 
in their behalf; and the remark of the Hindoo Patriot, that had 
the claim been satisfied at first, without putting the dpeitiants 
to the necessity of resorting to the Privy Council, the 
Indian Government would have been saved from being encum- 

bered with such a heavy liability by having had to pay only 
~ Rs. 3,00,000, the original amount claimed. 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam, in reviewing the case, again comments, 
on the long time which elapses in the decision of Indian ap- 
peals by the Privy Council. Itis remarked that Begum Som- 
bre died on the 11th May, 1833, so that from that time up to 
) the present day the case remained pending in London. It is not 
a matter of wonder that, during such a long period, one or two 
descendants of the suitors, tog gether with the Be gum, should die. 


Altogether, the course is extremely vague and at variance 
with the proper procedure of Courts of Justice, the delay being 
so great that a case is not ordinarily decided within the life- 
time of the parties concerned. 


A correspondent of the Agra Akhbar, of the same date, 
writing from Seepree, notices the oppression practiced by the 
Collectors of Customs there, on a merchant of the Sudder Bazaar. 
Some sugar, which was despatched to him from Cawnpore was 
interrupted by the Collectors of Customs at Seepree, on the 
Agra and Bombay Grand Trunk Road, and detained for several 
dave ¢ on the road, in consequence of which the merchant suffer- 
ed a loss amounting to Rs. 350. He preferred a suit for the 
recovery of the loss through Government before the Gwalior 
Durbar, by whom the case was ‘referred to the Soobah of 
Nurwur. The latter called upon the merchant to furnish proofs, 
and in’ reply, was referred to the invoice: from Cawnpore, the 
“pottah given by the Officer of Customs at-Gwalior, the permiz 
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granted by the English Government, and to the managers of the 


bullock-train, as witnesses. But in spite of all these proofs, the 


suit was rejected by the Soobah, on the plea-that, according 


to the statement of the Mookhtar of Customs, the commodity 
was despatched from the Sudder Bazaar at Seepree. 


‘The writer wonders that the Mookhtar’s statement should 
have been received by the Soobah, and still more to find that 
the Government of Gwalior should have overlooked the griev- 
ance. He adds that oppressions of this kind are frequently 
practised by the Collectors of Customs, and concludes by urg- 
ing on the Gwalior Government the necessity of adopting 
measures for putting a stop to them. an! 


The Rozndmcha, of the same date, is sorry to observe that 
the case of Mahomed Ismaeel and Tiluk, cultivators, versus Atur 
Singh, havildar, and Tulsee, chuprassie, based on an act of 
oppression on the part of the latter, of which full particulars 
were recently given, came up before the City Magistrate of 
Lucknow, on the 38rd March, but was rejected owing to thé 
havildar having forcibly driven the plaintiffs out of the Court on 


_ the day of the hearing of the suit, and then fraudulently told 


the officer that they were absent or made some other state- 
ment of the kind. The injured parties have renewed their 


complaint, and the writer hopes that the City Magistrate will 
do them full justice. 


The Naiyar-i- Akbar, of the same date, in its columns of 


local news, states that on the noon of the 17th March, a fire 


broke out ia Jaton-xa-Mohullah (Bijnour), which, on account of 
the wind, spread far and wide, and burnt about 1,000 thatch- 
ed houses in different mohullahs. Besides property, twelve 


women and children, and many animals were burnt. Several 
of these died soon afterwards, a 


The editor, in noticing the catastrophe, censures the police, 
who are stated to have rendered no. real assistance on the 


occasion, and to. have neglected to procure bAishtees for ex- 
tinguishing the fire. — | 
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The Oudh Akhbar, of the 21st March, has the following 1 in 
its correspondence columns :— 


Kumaon.—Cholera is raging fiercely in Mundee Burum 
Deo. Upwards of 100 men have already been carried off. 


_ Eran.—A_ faquir and his wife, residents of Mouzah Ral, 

were murdered at night by some bad character on the Ganges 
iron bridge about a month ago. The Police are busy in mak- 
ing a search after the offender, but no trace of him has yet 
been discovered. 


Small-pox is prevalent in Marehra Khas and its suburbs, 
so much so, that three or four children die daily. 


The work of the canal, which is to be cut from Rag Ghat, 
is progressing rapidly. Excavation is going on, and bridges 
are being built at different places. In consequence of this, 
many villages have been ruined. The writer waits to see 
what compensation is paid by Government for the lands taker 


ee 


Detut.—The Managers of the Delhi Bank prohibited the 
Hindoo fair, which comes off after the Holee festival, being 
held in the garden where it used to take place. This prohibi- 
tion, besides causing great inconvenience to the people, caused 
much loss to retailers of different descriptions, who used to 
take their things for sale at the fair and make a large profit. 


The writer expresses his regret at this. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the same date, reviews the 
circular of the Punjab Government, relating to the attendance 
of Honorary Magistrates in Courts of Law—a question recently 
raised by a Commissioner in the Punjab. The editor highly 
approves of the views expressed in the circular. He agrees 
with the Lieutenant-Governor in thinking that the exemption 


of ordinary native gentlemen from personal attendance in Courts 
would have the effect of lowering the dignity of the Courts in 
the eyes of the natives of the country, and that it was a mis- 


take to think that any disgrace attached to attendance as: a 


( 3 ) 


witness in a Civil or Criminal Court ; he adds that the direc- 
tions laid down in the latter part of the circular, that every 
regard should be shown and proper courtesy observed to the 
native gentlemen summoned to Courts, and that their dignity 
and their prejudices should be respected by Judicial Officers— 
by serving summons through a higher official than a Court 
peon, and in such a manner as not to wound the feelings of 
the witness; and by allowing a chair in the body of the Court, 
or, in case of gentlemen of higher rank, on the bench of the 
Judye, instead of making them give evidence standing or 
from the witness-box—are caleulated to protect the honour and 
dignity of native gentlemen attending Courts. i 


But, while approving the Lieutenant-Governor’s views as 
above expressed, the editor states that the reason why native — 
gentlemen feel an aversion to attend Courts is not because 
they look down upon them with contempt, or think it deroga- 
tory to their rank to be present at them, as His Honor seems 
to have inferred from the Commissioner’s application, but in 
order to escape from the treatment to which they are subjected 
at the hands of the officers of the Courts, who are apt to make 
an improper show of their authority, to take unwarrantable 
liberties, and to use unbecoming and abusive language to the 
native gentlemen who have to attend. They sometimes go so 
far as to bring the latter into disgrace by inflicting chastise- 
ment on them in open Court. In support of this fact, the 
writer refers to a recent case, mentioned by a Chittagong cor- 
respondent of the Friend of India, in which an Assistant Ma- 
gistrate is stated to have caused a witness’s ears to be pulled, 
simply because he honestly and in good faith disowned all 
knowledge of the point about which he was asked. - 


: Persons thus ' ill-treated have no chance of obtaining 
redress, because of the officers seekin grefuge in specious legal 
pleas for the justification of their conduct, or bringing for- 


ward the charge of.co 


a ntempt of Court, which it is not easy to 
disprove. os (eae Sak oe ee ae nie ae gee ae 


( 209 ) 

Under such circumstances, it is proper that the directions 
laid down by the Punjab Government for the preservation of 
the honour and dignity of native gentlemen in Courts should 
be fully adhered to, and that the Courts’ officers should be 


warned against the improper behaviour referred to. The atten- 


tion of the North West Government is also invited to the above 


The Rozndmcha, of the 94th March, also notices the direc- 
tions contained in this circular, and is of opinion that a simi- 
lar rule should be enforced by other Local Governments. 


The Akhbdr-i- Anjuman-i- Panjab, of the 21st March, in a 
‘communicated article, notices the often-repeated complaint as 
to the mischief done by appointing ignorant and unqualified 
persons as members of the Municipal Committees existing in 
cities and towns, and points out the need of selecting able and 
well-qualified men for the office, who may be able to form 


sound and independent opinions, and take an active part in 
debates and discussions. 


The same paper states, on the authority of a correspondent 
at Behar, that in the examination of pleaders and mookhtars, 


lately held there, although 47 candidates from the district of 
Tirhoot were passed by the Examination Committee in the 2nd 
grade pleadership, and 78 in mookhtarship, only 36 out of the 


former number, and | 19 from amongst the latter, received 
diplomas. | 


The writer considers this to be a matter of regret, and hopes 
that the Commissioner will take the case of the men, whose 


names have been unjustly struck off from the list of successful 
sondintes, into his favourable consideration. 


‘The same-paper, in giving an account of the visit of Raja 
Hurbuns Singh of Sheikhpoora, a famous nobleman of Lahore, 
to some of the: holy places of Hindoo pilgrimage, states with 
regret that during his sojourn at Gya (Behar) a number of 
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precious ornaments and jewels of the Raja, containing, among 
other things, a Jigha (an ornament of gold and jewels, worn 
in.the turban) worth Rs. 35,000, a necklace of the value of — 
Rs. 25,000, and a pair of gold rings studded ‘with jewels, valued 
at Rs. 18,000, besides other valuables, were stolen. The total 
value of the loss is estimated at upwards of Rs: 1,04 ,000. 


No trace of the thieves has yet been discovered. 


wx correspondence of the Lawrence Gazette, of the same date, | 
writing from Sirsa Gunj (Mynpooree), states that a rupture 
again took place this year between the Hindoos and Musalmans 
of Shekoabad during the Mohurrum and Holee festivals, _ 


It has been a custom among the Hindoos in that town to set 
up a temporary structure in the bazaar, in -which the Holee fes- 
tivities are carried on for five or six days in succession (i. ¢., ” 
from Ekadashi to Parwa.) This time, Ekadashi, falling on 
the 9th of the Mohurrum, the day on which the tazias were 
to be paraded through the town at night before burial, care 
was taken two or three days before to have arrangements made 
between the Hindoos and Musalmans, according to which 
it was decided that the Hindoos should celebrate their festival 
till 8 Pp. m., after which the Musulmans should be. at liberty 
to carry their tazias about the town. These terms were 
adhered to, but at 4 P. Mm. on the next day (the 10th of the 
Mohurrum) the Hindoos, for some reason, took cause for offence, 
the result being thata general hattal (Jt) was observed throug oh- 
out the town, all shops being kept shut and business remain- 
ing suspended, to the inconvenience of the people, who could not 
procure the daily necessaries of life. In .the correspondents 
opinion; much blame rests on the district authorities of Myn- 
poorie, both Civil and Police, whose duty it ought to have been - 
to have conducted the arran gements and exercised supervision 
on the occasion in person, both because Shekoabad is an- im- 
portant town, and because the authorities were aware that a 


feeling of disaffection existed between the. Hindoos and. Musul- : 
mans from the first. : 
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The Hindoo gentlenien of the town have laid the matter 
before the Magistrate, who, at the time of the correspondent’s 


writing, was heard to be about to come to Shekoabad to take 


steps for removing the hattal. The Mukhbir-i-Sddigq, of the 
same date, notices a daring case of theft in Azeemabad (Pat- 
na) the partioulare being these :—An old Kabulee, named Ah- 
med, who had taken up his lodgings in the city, one day 
committed theft ata house in Sudder Gullee, by means of 
burglary, and carried away jewels and ornaments valued at 
Rs.: 15,000 or Rs. 20,000. While inquiries were going on; 
the thief entered another house situated in the sanie place by 
means of a scaling-laddet, but failed in his object, and was 
arrested. The Joint Magistrate sentenced thie offender, as well 
as his accomplice in the crime, to two years’ rigorous impri- 
sonment, but. the property stolen was not recovered. This 
was owing to indifference on the part of the police, who not 
only neglected to take the necessary steps in. the matter, 
but declared the owner’s claim to be false. The editor 
regrets that the police should conceal important cases of 
his kind in order to escape blame and suggests that in such 


cases too much confidence should not be placed by the autho- 


rities on the reports of the police. | 


The Rozndmcha, of the same date, has a cuimneabeohel 
article, containing complaints of the existence of: certain serious 
abuses connected : with sanitation in the city of Lucknow. 
These are:— | , : 


(a) Carts, full of filth, pass up and down the streets and 
lanes of the city from morning till evening, spreading the most 
offensive smell through the city. 


(5) Sweepers allow baskets, full of filth to remain in the | 


public streets, such as the Farangi Mahal Bridge, Victoria 
Gunj Street, and other places, from morning till afternoon, 
waiting for conservancy carts, in whi ch to discharge them. 


The writer cannot understand why nullahs and such. places, 
remote from public haunts might not be chosen with advan- 
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tage for the purpose of collecting the filth till carts “ — 
ing it are available. a 


(c) In different places in the city, un ncovered drains : are 
to be found, where not only dirty water is. collected, but 
passengers and conveyances cannot pass without the greatest 


inconvenience. 


The writer wonders why no steps are taken for removing 
these nuisances, which are the prolific sources of the spread of 
diseases, and invites the attention of the Municipal Committes 


to the matter. 


The Kérndmah, of the 24th March, in noticing the above 


complaint, supports all that has been stated by the correspon- 


dent of the Rozndmcha, and remarks that the native gentle- 
inen, near whose houses carts and baskets, full of filth, are kept, 
are no less to blame in the matter than the Superintendent 
of Conservancy, as many of them are members ef the Muni- 
cipal Committee, and yet do not care to take notice of the 
nuisance. : 


The editor goes on to say that, at the time when the Hon- 


ovrable Mr. Davies was Chief Commissioner of Oudh he had 
published the complaint in his paper, and that, in spite of the 


City Magistrate having, on inquiry, disowned it, and the gentle- 
men in question, for fear of incurring the displeasure of the 
Superintendent of Conservancy, had suppressed the truth in 
a public durbar, the then Chief Commissioner, who was 
convinced of the authenticity of the statements, made the - 
Superintendent of Conservancy apologize for his fault, and 
astrict prohibition was issued against the practice of keeping 
filth baskets and allowing conservancy carts to stay in streets. 


Unfortunately, however, the abuse has been renewed. Until 
honest, conscientious, and able natives are appointed members 


of Municipal Committees, the comfort and convenience ‘ef the 
public will not be sec ured, 
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 ° The Auhibb-i-Hind, for the second week of March, quotes, 
approvingly, the suggestion made by the Akmal-ul-Akhbdr 
as to the need of restoring the old system of punchayats for 
settling social and religious matters, checking different kinds 
of abuses and introducing reforms among the people. In the 
absence of such national committees, much wrong is done to 
the people in numerous delicate affairs, and cases in which 
modesty prevents those concerned from disclosing the real 
facts, while schemes of popular utility—such as the suppression 
of crimes like infanticide, thefts, &c., the introduction of widow 
marriage, the development of the vaccination system, and other 
salutary reforms—cannot be fully enforced in the country. | 


__. For these reasons, the writer is strongly in favour of the 
creation of punchayats in cities and towns under the patronage 
of Municipal Committees and the higher European authorities. 


The Koh-i-Nur, of the 22nd March, under the heading 
“ Rawulpindi,” notices an important case of theft at the house 
of one Ram Sahoy, the amount of loss being Rs. 3,500. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Delhi, 
mentions the particulars of the riot which took place at Fureed- 
abad, during the recent Mohurrum and Holee festivals. It 
‘is stated that on the day of the Zkadashi, when some Hindoos 
of that town passed through the bazaar according to custom, 
sounding their tambourines, a party of Musalmans assailed 
them with clubs, destroying the tambourines and wounding 
the men ; a riot ensued, which was’at last suppressed by the 
police. 

Similar violence was practised at Nizam-ood-deen, (Delhi) 


where a Mahomedan rushed into a bunneah’s house, where a 
marriage was taking place, and forced the owner to stop the 


ceremony. 


The writer concludes by urging on the authorities the 
necessity of inflicting punishments on the rioters, remarking 
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that, unless such a course is adopted, the Musalmans aré not 
likely to desist from’ raising disturbances, as es 


The Urdi Akhbdr, of the 24th March, has a long-article on 
the prevalence of theft’ in India under the British:‘rule, The 
editor begins by saying that thefts and robberies have become 
as common in this age as they were in the time of some of the 
native rulers of such ‘as Meer Khan, or the Mahratta. rulers, in 
whose reign highway robberies and dacoities were perpetrated 
in open day. Nothing is more common in these days than to 
hear of gangs of thieves entering houses, armed with lathies 
and other weapons, wounding the residents, and carrying away 
their property, and of their plundering persons on public roads, 
The police are only a poor defence. Even where they are 
honest, and do not carry on an intrigue with thieves, they find 
it beyond their power, under the arrangem ents in force, to cope 
with criminals. A sin gle constable is posted at each street, who 
cannot resist successfully a gang of robbers whom he may 
happen to meet in his beat, and hence he thinks it his best-policy 
to avoid all collision with them. Besides this, the different parts 


of cities are not secured with gates, and, the =“ law inflicts 
very light punishment on thieves. — 


All these circumstances combine d, induce thieves to pursue 
their lawless career with freedom, and the editor would, there- 


fore, suggest, the following plans for putting a, check to the 
crime : 


(a.) Severe punishments ought to be inflicted on a thi eves, 


which may serve as a. warning to them and other bad cha- 
racters. 


(o.) The different: mohullalis of cities should -be secured 
with gates, which should be shut at 8 o’clock at night, and 


" communication with the mohullahs should be stopped after 
P. Me 


(c.) Chowkeedars should. he- 
in the mohullahs thus secured, 


SPP cinted | to wateh at ai 
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_. (d.) Streets leading to railway stations should have effi- 
cient guards posted at them at small distances, in order that 
railway passengers might pass on them with safety. 


‘(e.) The leading men of criminal tribes, such Goojurs, 
Rajpoots, Mewatees, and the like, should be enlisted into the 
public service, and stationed without cities as watchmen, re- 
cognizances being at the same time taken from them, hold- 
ing them responsible, in the event of any theft. happening, for 
tracing the offenders and making good-the loss. | 


(fA) A register should be kept of all the bad characters 
in a city, containing their descriptive-rolls, and full particu- 
lars of their residence, sources of 1 income, &c., and a recogni- 
zance should be exacted from each, binding him, on ‘pain of 
banishment, to refrain from theft. 


(g.) The rule prohibiting the people, as well as the police, 
from offering personal violence to thieves, should be relaxed. 


The Khair Khwah-i-Punjdb, of the same date, quotes, with 
approval the suggestion made by the Agra Akhbér, that great 
discretion ought to be exercised by the authorities in the selec- 
tion of assessors. Under the existing arrangements, the ma- 
jority of the persons who are appointed as assessors are igno- 
rant and low-born, so that respectable native gentlemen think 
it undignified to sit with them, while pleaders and litigants 
dislike to have to stand before them while they are seated 
wita the officers of the Courts. 
‘Tn the opinion of the Khair Khwah-i- Punjab, ‘the same 
remarks apply with equal force to Honorary Magistrates, and 
it would urge on Government the necessity of fully testing 
their fitness for the office, before poutinating them, as well as 
of persons nominated as assessors. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Odeypore correspondent of the Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, 
ofthe 17th March, complains of the filthy state of that city, 
which is attributed chiefly to the following causes a=) 
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(a.) The unwholesomeness of the water of the tank situ- 
ated in the rear of the Maharana’s palace, which is largely 
used by the city people for drinking and cooking purposes, 
but is, nevertheless, dirty, .on account-of the tank being used — 
for washing clothes and watering cattle. 


(b.) The bad practice, common in Odeypore, of the peo- 
ple committing nuisances in the spacious compounds of rich 
men’s houses. 


The writer is glad to see that the attention of the new Po- 

— litical Agent, Colonel Hutchinson, has been drawn fo the first 
abuse, and that he proposes to cut a canal from the river in 
Mouzah Ahur, so as to make it discharge its water into the 
tank ; but would, at the same time, suggest that the tank should 
be reserved only for supplying water for drinking purposes, 
and that washermen and cattle should no longer be allowed 
to use it. . 


As to the second abuse, it is suggested that a subscription 
should be raised from the people, and the necessary arrange- 
ments connected with the conservancy of the city be kept 


up. 


In another article, the same correspondent notices the case 
of the chief of Roopahelee, versus the chief of Lanba, among 
Whom a fierce struggle had lately taken place owing to cer- 
tain boundary disputes, which had ended in the death of the 
son of the latter chief. As a recompense for the youth’s mur- 
der, it was proposed by the Maharana that the chief of Roopa- 
helee should surrender Mouzah Tiswareea, a village belong- 
ing to him, to the injured chief. Seeing that boundary dis- 
putes have been common enough in Mewar, and numerous 
lives have often been lost in them, and that the heirs of 
the men thus killed have never been allowed any ‘compensa- 
tion by the state, the order is considered strange and unprece- 
dented by the chiefs of Odeypore, and has excited much ill 
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feeling among them. Accordingly, agents were deputed by the 
Maharana to remonstrate with him on the injustice of the 
course ; but finding that he did not listen to any such remons- 
trances and was resolved on putting his order into execu” 
tion at all hazards,.they sent in each a contingent of his 
forces to the aid of the chief of Roopahelee, in order to espouse 
the common cause, with directions to enter into action 
with the Maharana’s troops, in case of their being sent to 
reinstate the Lanba chief in the possession of Mouzah Tis- 
wareea. — | : 


This itie happened. The Maharana dentinal a de- 
tachment of troops to take possession of the mouzah by force; 
but the young chief of Roopahelee, with the aid of the forces 
sent for his assistance by the Sirdars of Mewar, kept the inva- 
ders at bay, and prevented them from approaching his frontiers. 
At the time of the correspondents’ writing, the Maharana’s 
troops were at a distance from the Lanba territory, and he be- 
lieves that, in case of a battle taking place, there does not seem 
to be the least probability of their resisting successfully 
the combined forces of the sirdars. There are at present 400 
muskets in Tiswareea, besides 600 more in Lanba, 


The writer goes on to say that the Maharana is conscious 
of the injustice of wresting Tiswareea from the chief of Roopa- 
helee, and declares that he is obliged to take this course only 
through the strong recommendation of the Agent to the Gov- 
ernor-General for Rajpootana States, in whom the Lanba chief 
has a staunch friend and supporter. 


In continuation of the above case, the correspondent (in 
his next letter, published in the Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, of the 
24th March) states that the Roopahelee chief also preferred an 
appeal to the Agent to the Governor-General, but to no pur- 
pose, the officer having refused to interfere, and ordered the 
chief to abide by the Mobarene s decision. 3 
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| heise. Ssaseaelt g , Agent now, or: he. would. oe snilidy 
_interfered in the case and seen justice done. — 


° 
‘Cle « pa 


In.a third article, the same correspondent eulogizes. the 
reigning, chief. of Delwarah, as pre-eminent among the Mar- 
-war chiefs, both as regards his personal virtues and the good 
management of his State, .In both these respects, he is 
said to surpass even his: illustrious ancestors, . He is kind, 
courteous, and condescending in his manners, and has con- 
ducted the management of his State with such wisdom 
‘and prudence, that heavy debts, of long continuance, have all 
been cleared up, and Delwarah has gained such:a high cre- 
dit among bankers and the trading classes that they would be 
willing to lend any sums of money to it if required. 

This economy and good management has been conducted 
without any reductions being made in the stipendiary allow- 


ances of any of the State employés and without any exactions 
‘on the people. 


The Pattiala Akhbar, of the 24th March, notices the estab- 
lishment, since the 21st idem of a society in that city under 
the name of Sutt Subha, with the object of introducing reforms 
in the social and religious customs among ‘the Hindoos ; and 


publishes a prospectus of the society, and a an 1 account of its pre- 
liminary meetings. 


The same paper notices the prevalence of thefts in Mulier 
Kotla, and throws censure on the police for their continued 
negligence. : 


a c +0 MME BC age 
The Rozndmcha, of the 22nd March, ‘states that, + conse- 
quence of the prevalence of thefts and frauds at the: Lucknow 
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railway station, -the local Government had’ ordered the police 
officer to post two constables at the station for purposes of super- 
» vision ;:but that. on the 19th-March, when these men presented 
themselves at the station. as usual, at the time the tickets were. 
being distributed and passengers were to take their seats in 
the train, they were turned out'from the platferm,: and on. 
their referring the matter to the-Agent tothe Oudh and Ro- 
hilkhund Railway were-told that he objected to their being at 
the station. without. any special ay or purpose. 


The editor finds fault with the course-taken. by | the Agent, 
and remarks on the benefits whicl:are sure-to result fromthe 
van proposed by the Oudh Government.. — 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of ‘the 2tst March,. ‘regrets to: 
learn that atthe. ‘Thomason’ 8 Civil Engineering College at 
Roorkee,. whicli has now- been. in existence for: some twenty or 
twenty-five years, during which time hundreds of students have 
derived benefit from: it, strict rules have now been laid down 
which are discouraging to pupils sent up from districts-in the- 
North-West. According: to these, not only. has-a-tuition fee of 
Rs. 1-8-0 and house-rent at the rate of 8 annas per mensem to 
be paid, but-even scholarships are no longer to be allowed to the 
poor.students-going up from the tehseelee: and hulqabundee 
schools in. the North-Western. Provinces to study at the col-- 
lege. On the contrary, pupils. from districts of the Punjab 
situated on the other side of the Sutlej are allowed a:scholar-- 
ship even:if they. fail.to gain good. marks in the examination,. 
or if they happen. to: be- deprived of the: privilege, they get. 

a stipend from.the Punjab. Educational Departm ent. 


The editor fails to see the justice of the course, and eaiemabis 
that:since the college was established by. the late Lieutenant- 
Governor of the North-West, Mr. Thomason, and ig situated 
in these provinces, the students have a-prior claim to scholar- 
ship than those from other parts-of the country. : 
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He concludes by suggesting that if nothing more is done,- 
~ at least the endowment of Rs. 150 a month recently made to. 
the college by the Maharajah of Vizianagram for scholarships 
for Engineering should be utilized for the benefit of the pupils 
of the 3rd class of the college, who learn Engineering, and are 
too poor to bear the expenses. 


The editor commends the suggestion to the favourable 
consideration of the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West. 


The Koh-i-Ndr, of the 22nd March, speaks with approval 
of the proposal of the Lieutenant-Governor of tke Punjab to 
form at the head-quarters of each tehseel a class for the in- 
struction of the sons of putwarees in the preparation of village 
maps, in mensuration, and in the elements of surveying, and 
the rule laid down by him that sons of putwarees who fail 
to attend the Putwaree Class and obtain a certificate of pro- . 


ficiency will not be held entitled to succeed their fathers in 
office. 


The writer suggests the creation of similar classes for teach- 
ing the sons.of zemindars the agricultural arts. 


MISCELLANEOUS. - 
The Akhbdr-t-Anjuman-t-Panjdb, of the 21st. March, is 
‘glad to learn that the Maharajah of Kuppoorthulla, and Baboo 


Dobendro Nath (a gentleman of Calcutta) have contributed 


the sum of Rs. 200 each in aid of the building about to be erected 
for the Suté Subha at Lahore. | 


The editor praises the donors for their liberality, and calls 
upon other Native gentlemen to assist in the undertaking. 


The Panjabi Akhbér,'of the 22nd March, regrets to observe 
that its suggestion to Natives to publish domestic occurrences 
in Vernacular newspapers on the payment of a fee, as Euro- 
peans do in English newspapers, has not been adopted by them} 
and, with a view to encourage the practice, points out the 
advantages to be derived from it, stating, among other things 
that correct information about’ such occurrences is of. import 
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‘ance in the affairs of life, and that doubts which now. often 
arise as to age at examinations, especially the Civil Service ex- 
amination, from which candidates have in some cases been ex- 
cluded, even after passing with success, simply because of the 
uncertainty of their age, would cease to exist. He offers to open 
its columns to the publication gratis, for the publication not | 
only of the bare facts connected with births, marriages, and 
deaths, but also of such memoirs, and other particulars as may 
be sent with them. 


The Pattiala Akhbdr, of the 24th March, notices the estab- 
lishment of a society at Jullundhur, to be called Anjuman-i- 
Jullundhur under the presidentship of Syud Hadi Husein 
Khan, and Diwan Ram Nath, Extra Assistant Commissioners. 
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